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SUBJECT: BWIA PILOTS VOTE TO STRIKE 

1 . PILOTS OF BRITISH WEST INDIAN AIRWAYS (BWIA) AND TRINIDAD 
AND TOBAGO AIR SERVICES (TTAS) HAVE VOTED TO CALL A STRIKE 
AT 4 P.M. TOMORROW (FEBRUARY 1) IF THEIR DEMANDS FOR REIN- 
STATEMENT OF A SUSPENDED PILOT ARE NOT MET. TIMING OF STRIKE 
IS CRITICAL, AS IT WOULD ESSENTIALLY GROUND BWIA AND TTAS 
FLIGHTS DURING CARNIVAL SEASON, WHEN NUMBER OF TOURISTS 
VISITING TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO IS AT PEAK. 

2. PILOT AT CENTER OF DISPUTE WAS GROUNDED (UNTIL NOW ON 
FULL PAY) FOLLOWING HOSPITALIZATION IN JULY OF 1977 FOR A 
DRINKING PROBLEM. HE HAS SINCE BEEN CLEARED FOR FLYING BY 
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SEVERAL DOCTORS, INCLUDING SOME OF TRINIDAD AND 
TOBAGO'S MOST DISTINGUISHED PHYSICIANS. NEVERTHELESS, 

BWIA HAS REFUSED TO PERMIT HIM TO FLY, AND HAS NOW 
OFFERED A GROUND JOB AT HALF HIS PREVIOUS SALARY. 

PILOTS HAVE TAKEN A STRONG STAND ON PRINCIPLE. 

ACTION WOULD DELIBERATELY FLAUNT PROCEDURES ESTAB- 
LISHED BY INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS ACT (IRA), AS ORIGINAL 
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RESOLUTION PROPOSED BY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF PILOTS' 
ASSOCIATION, WHICH WOULD MAKE STRIKE PROVISIONAL ON 
GIVING STRIKE NOTICE REQUIRED BY IRA, WAS REJECTED 
IN FAVOR OF RESOLUTION FROM THE FLOOR TO TAKE DIRECT 
STRIKE ACTION. 

3. WHILE THERE IS A POSSIBILITY THAT ISSUE MAY BE 
RESOLVED BEFORE DEADLINE BECOMES EFFECTIVE, THE 
EMBASSY'S CONSULAR SECTION IS BRACING FOR AN ONSLAUGHT 
OF STRANDED TOURISTS. 

4. COMMENT: RUMOR IS THAT REAL REASON BWIA REFUSES 
TO REINSTATE PILOT IS THAT HE WAS THE FLIGHT CAPTAIN 
INVOLVED IN AN INCIDENT LAST JUNE WHEN JOHN DONALDSON, 
MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS AND MINISTER OF NATIONAL 
SECURITY, WAS PUT OUT OF THE FIRST CLASS CABIN 
OSTENSIBLY BECAUSE HE LACKED FIRST CLASS TICKET, THUS PILOTS 
ARE FIGHTING NOT ONLY ON ISSUE OF WHETHER MEDICAL 
TREATMENT FOR DRINKING PROBLEM SHOULD PERMANENTLY 
DISBAR THEM FROM FLYING, BUT ALSO FOR COMMAND OF 

THEIR PLANES. AS BWIA IS OWNED BY GOVERNMENT OF 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, RESOLUTION OF THIS PROBLEM IS 
LIKELY TO REQUIRE A DIFFICULT POLITICAL DECISION BY 
PRIME MINISTER WILLIAMS, 

FOX 
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